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Interviews with 1,046 adult Americans, conducted by telephone by Opinion Research Corporation on February 18-19, 2009.  The margin of sampling error for results based on the total sample is plus or minus 3 percentage points.
FOR RELEASE: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 AT 6 AM
4.
Do you think the policies being proposed by Barack Obama will move the country in the right direction or the wrong direction?


Feb. 18-19


2009

Right direction
67%


Wrong direction
31%


No opinion
2%

6.
We'd like to get your overall opinion of some people in the news.  As I read each name, please say if you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of these people -- or if you have never heard of them.  (RANDOM ORDER)

Favor-
Unfavor-
Never
No


able
able
Heard of
Opinion

Joe Biden

February 18-19, 2009
57%
29%
5%
9%
January 12-15, 2009
52%
26%
8%
13%
December 1-2, 2008
56%
28%
6%
10%
November 6-9, 2008
64%
25%
3%
8%
October 17-19, 2008 (RV)
56%
31%
4%
9%
October 3-5, 2008 (RV)
56%
32%
6%
7%
Sept. 19-21, 2008 (RV)
52%
31%
6%
11%
Sept. 5-7, 2008 (RV)
51%
28%
7%
14%
Aug. 29-31, 2008 (RV)
53%
25%
7%
15%

Aug. 23-24, 2008 (RV)
38%
25%
12%
25%

July 27-29, 2008* (RV)
27%
22%
35%
16%

*QUESTION WORDING: "Delaware Senator Joe Biden"

      (RV) BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi

 
February 18-19, 2009
36%
43%
10%
11%

January 12-15, 2009
39%
37%
11%
12%
   
November 6-9, 2008
40%
39%
12%
8%
Aug. 23-24, 2008 (RV)
38%
37%
11%
13%

April 10-12, 2007
45%
30%
13%
11%

November 17-19, 2006*
41%
23%
21%
15%

November 3-5, 2006**
35%
24%
23%
19%

October 6-8, 2006**
35%
26%
29%
11%

*WORDING: "Incoming Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi"

**WORDING: "House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi"

Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid

February 18-19, 2009
22%
30%
31%
18%

January 12-15, 2009
28%
28%
25%
19%
   November 6-9, 2008
26%
24%
30%
21%

November 17-19, 2006
28%
19%
37%
16%

 
October 6-8, 2006
28%
23%
36%
13%

(RV) BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS 
6.
We'd like to get your overall opinion of some people in the news.  As I read each name, please say 

if you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of these people -- or if you have never heard of 

them.  (RANDOM ORDER)

Favor-
Unfavor-
Never
No


able
able
heard of
opinion

John McCain

February 18-19, 2009
52%
40%
*
7%
November 6-9, 2008
61%
36%
*
3%
October 17-19, 2008 (RV)
56%
41%
*
3%
October 3-5, 2008 (RV)
54%
43%
*
3%
Sept. 19-21, 2008 (RV)
57%
40%
*
3%
Sept. 5-7, 2008 (RV)
60%
33%
*
6%
Aug. 29-31, 2008 (RV)
59%
38%
*
3%

Aug. 23-24, 2008 (RV)
61%
33%
*
6%

July 27-29, 2008 (RV)
62%
33%
1%
4%

June 26-29, 2008 (RV)
59%
37%
*
4%


April 28-30, 2008
55%
36%
1%
7%


February 1-3, 2008
53%
36%
3%
8%


January 9-10, 2008
54%
29%
5%
13%

   September 7-9, 2007
47%
32%
7%
14%

   June 22-24, 2007
46%
32%
9%
13%

   March 9-11, 2007
47%
27%
12%
14%

   November 3-5, 2006
52%
22%
11%
15%

   September 22-24, 2006
50%
25%
14%
11%

   April 21-23, 2006
46%
20%
17%
16%

Ted Kennedy
 February 18-19, 2009
53%
36%
4%
7%

 Aug. 23-24, 2008^
56%
35%
2%
7%

 February 1-3, 2008
47%
41%
4%
7%


 April 21-23,2006
44%
40%
3%
11%

George W. Bush

   February 18-19, 2009
33%
63%
*
4%

January 12-15, 2009
35%
60%
*
4%



Aug. 29-31, 2008
38%
61%
*
1%
    
September 22-24, 2006
46%
52%
*
1%

    
April 21-23, 2006
40%
57%
*
2%

^ASKED OF HALF SAMPLE
CNN/USA TODAY/GALLUP TRENDS

House Democratic Leader, Nancy Pelosi

	
	Favorable
	Unfavorable
	Never heard of
	No opinion

	
	
	
	
	

	2003 Jul 25-27
	23
	19
	42
	16

	2003 Jan 3-5
	23
	18
	39
	20



Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid

	
	Favorable
	Unfavorable
	Never heard of
	No opinion

	
	
	
	
	

	2005 May 20-22
	22
	19
	42
	17

	2005 Apr 29-May 1
	21
	18
	44
	17



John McCain

	
	Favorable
	Unfavorable
	Never heard of
	No opinion

	
	
	
	
	

	2005 Jul 25-28
	51
	22
	16
	11

	2004 Aug 23-25*
	55
	19
	9
	17

	2004 Mar 26-28
	53
	21
	13
	13

	2002 Apr 29-May 1**
	53
	21
	11
	15

	2001 Jun 8-10**
	60
	21
	10
	9

	2000 Apr 28-30**
	61
	18
	6
	15

	2000 Mar 10-12**
	57
	28
	6
	9

	2000 Feb 25-27**
	66
	18
	5
	11

	2000 Feb 20-21**
	65
	17
	7
	11

	2000 Feb 4-6**
	67
	12
	8
	13

	2000 Jan 17-19**
	51
	17
	10
	22

	1999 Dec 9-12**
	57
	11
	14
	18

	1999 Oct 21-24**
	37
	12
	30
	21

	1999 Apr 13-14**
	35
	12
	28
	25

	1999 Feb 19-21**
	27
	8
	44
	21

	
	
	
	
	

	
	*Asked of a half sample.

	
	**WORDING: Arizona Senator John McCain


Ted Kennedy

	
	Favorable
	Unfavorable
	Never heard of
	No opinion

	
	
	
	
	

	2005 Jul 22-24^ 
	48
	38
	6
	8

	2004 Jul 19-21 †
	50
	39
	3
	8

	2004 Mar 26-28 
	42
	47
	3
	8

	2003 Jun 27-29 †
	44
	44
	4
	8

	2003 Jan 31-Feb 2
	45
	42
	3
	10

	1996 Oct 26-29 
	43
	45
	1
	11

	

	^ WORDING: Massachusetts Senator Ted Kennedy.

	† Asked of a half sample.

	


CNN/USA TODAY/GALLUP TRENDS

George W. Bush
	
	Favor-
able
	Unfavor-able
	No
 opinion
	
	
	Favor-
able
	Unfavor-able
	No
 opinion

	
	
	
	
	
	2001
	
	
	

	2005
	
	
	
	
	2001 Jun 8-10
	62
	36
	2

	2005 Dec 16-18
	46
	53
	1
	
	2001 Apr 20-22
	65
	32
	3

	2005 Jul 25-28
	48
	50
	2
	
	2001 Mar 9-11
	63
	32
	5

	2005 Apr 1-2
	54
	45
	1
	
	2001 Mar 5-7
	69
	28
	3

	2005 Feb 25-27
	56
	42
	2
	
	2001 Feb 19-21
	67
	27
	6

	2005 Feb 4-6
	59
	39
	2
	
	2001 Feb 1-4
	64
	33
	3

	2004
	
	
	
	
	2001 Jan 15-16
	62
	36
	2

	2004 Nov 19-21
	60
	39
	1
	
	2000
	
	
	

	2004 Oct 29-31
	51
	46
	3
	
	2000 Dec 15-17
	59
	36
	5

	2004 Oct 22-24*
	53
	44
	3
	
	2000 Dec 2-4
	56
	40
	4

	2004 Oct 14-16
	55
	44
	1
	
	2000 Nov 13-15
	53
	43
	4

	2004 Oct 9-10
	51
	46
	3
	
	2000 Nov 13-15**
	54
	43
	3

	2004 Oct 1-3
	53
	45
	2
	
	2000 Nov 4-5**
	55
	39
	6

	2004 Sep 13-15*
	55
	44
	1
	
	2000 Oct 24-26**
	62
	33
	5

	2004 Sep 3-5
	55
	44
	1
	
	2000 Oct 23-25**
	60
	35
	5

	2004 Aug 23-25
	54
	44
	2
	
	2000 Oct 20-22**
	59
	37
	4

	2004 Jul 30-Aug 1
	52
	46
	2
	
	2000 Oct 5-7**
	58
	36
	6

	2004 Jul 19-21
	52
	46
	2
	
	2000 Sep 28-30**
	55
	38
	7

	2004 Jul 8-11
	52
	46
	2
	
	2000 Sep 15-17**
	51
	41
	8

	2004 Jun 21-23
	53
	45
	2
	
	2000 Aug 18-19
	60
	34
	6

	2004 Apr 16-18
	56
	42
	2
	
	2000 Aug 4-5
	67
	28
	5

	2004 Mar 26-28
	57
	41
	2
	
	2000 Jul 25-26
	63
	31
	6

	2004 Feb 16-17
	56
	42
	2
	
	2000 Jul 14-16
	64
	29
	7

	2004 Jan 29-Feb 1
	52
	47
	1
	
	2000 Jun 23-25
	60
	31
	9

	2004 Jan 2-5
	65
	35
	*
	
	2000 Jun 6-7
	64
	29
	7

	2003 
	
	
	
	
	2000 Apr 28-30
	61
	33
	6

	2003 Oct 6-8
	60
	39
	1
	
	2000 Mar 10-12
	63
	32
	5

	2003 Jun 27-29*
	65
	34
	1
	
	2000 Feb 25-27
	57
	35
	8

	2003 Jun 9-10
	66
	33
	1
	
	2000 Feb 20-21
	58
	35
	7

	2003 Jan 31-Feb 2
	68
	32
	*
	
	2000 Feb 4-6
	63
	31
	6

	2002
	
	
	
	
	2000 Jan 17-19
	66
	26
	8

	2002 Dec 16-17
	68
	30
	2
	
	1999
	
	
	

	2002 Sep 23-26
	70
	28
	2
	
	1999 Dec 9-12
	68
	25
	7

	2002 Jul 26-28
	71
	26
	3
	
	1999 Oct 21-24
	71
	21
	8

	2002 May 20-22
	80
	18
	2
	
	1999 Oct 8-10
	70
	25
	5

	2002 Apr 29-May 1
	79
	19
	2
	
	1999 Sep 23-26
	71
	22
	7

	2002 Jan 11-14
	83
	15
	2
	
	1999 Aug 16-18
	68
	21
	11

	2001
	
	
	
	
	1999 Jun 25-27
	69
	16
	15

	2001 Nov 26-27
	87
	11
	2
	
	1999 Apr 13-14
	73
	15
	12

	2001 Aug 3-5
	60
	35
	5
	
	1999 Feb 19-21
	69
	12
	19

	

	
	*Asked of a half sample.

	
	**Based on registered voters.


37.
As you may know, Barack Obama will give a televised speech to a joint session of Congress on Tuesday evening, February 24th in which he will discuss his plans for the economy and other issues.  What are your expectations for that speech?  Do you think his speech will be excellent, good, just okay, poor or terrible?  



Feb. 18-19
Jan. 12-15




2009
2009*

Excellent

28%
44%


Good

44%
41%


Just okay
19%
11%


Poor
4%
1%


Terrible
4%
2%


No opinion
2%
*
*QUESTION WORDING: 
What are your expectations for Barack Obama's inauguration speech?  Do you think his speech will be excellent, good, just okay, poor, or terrible?

38.
Do you think it is very likely, somewhat likely, not very likely, or not likely at all that Obama's speech will make you feel more confident about the future of the nation's economy?



Feb. 18-19




2009

Very likely

27%


Somewhat likely

35%


Not very likely
18%


Not likely at all
19%


No opinion
1%
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