
October 18,2007 

Presideitt George W. Husll 
The Wlule House 
Washiiigtton, D.C. 20500 

Dear klr. President: 

Thank you for your willingness to compromise and support increased funding far the State 
Children's ~ea1tl.f lnsurai~ce Progrim (SCJIIP). As Republic~ls wl~o suppblr rsaulholidng this 
progrm, we Itope the ~emocratic iw.ders it1 Congress nrill heed your caIl to come togelher on 

. . -  . . . . . 
. - -  ~trweo~~mf~ctek~ktbtfr  - -  - . - 

As suc11, we believe there are general principles that niay help guide bipartisan djscussions 
guin g fonvard. 

SCBIP7~islstion eosGrdfhat children who correnr~y navehealth iisurance 
coverage fbrougb will continue to h&ve access to hcaltb iosurarice. 

. 

- SCIIIP must serve eligible low-inconre rlrildrh first. The focus of a-truly bipartisa~l 
bill silould be on the ori&inal-int&nt oI&e prograril. 'I%e legislatimi should demand 
succcss from me states e . n m ~ ~ h ~  low-income children first by including t&~&a& 

requiren~el~t be met before the progfnm call be expaqded beyond 200 per+t,af the 
is;, r . -e  

Fiiaaq poverty l ~ v e l . l ~ i t e  of our first priorides si~ould be enrolling the m o k  than 
50Q.90 low-income chddmn eligible for SCI-IIP but not currently covrred. 

SCHIP should bc for children only. In order to prioritize low-income children, 
childIess aduits who currently receive SCIIIP benefits should bc phased-out within a 
year. 

, a SCHIP should notforce children out of piivate hea~th'iti~urnncc, SCHIY tax doliafs 
should be spent on peopie ~vho'eurrently do not have health iusrlr~ce instetid oron ttiose 
who already have private coueragc. r?.?pl$zd vremiutn assistance - - is one of many 
options we should bc considesng to p&~id.s farnI.l:es m t h  greater health care options, 

SCHIP.shou1d cover low-inconre Arnericitn diildren. belime stronger eUort9 to 
prgvent fraud and citizcnsI.liP veri.fication ~.tandnrds tire critically i.~mportant to ensuring 
t l ~ l  only U.S. citizcns and certc& legal immigrants are allowed access Lo tax pa ye^.-.- 
firidcd benefits. 

SCi-LIP funging,for low-incorne'childrcn should be stable, efficient, and quibble. 
SCRIP shouldcover low-incqme children witl~aut using.budget ghi~micks that'pGt the 
pmgfan~ in financial jeopardy. Additionally, SCHIP s~~.auld remahi a f'ederal-state 
paffnership. ~e,$sIatioi:ihOi~Id not re-ivard &ses that fihil in thi specific nlisSi~1t. of 



providir~g health care to low-income cl~ilclrc~i through perverse i~~centives like 'slush' ' 

lilnds. 

SCHIP Iegislatiori shotrld focus solely on the SCHIP program. Any rcautl~orizatiun 
bill shoulsl not includc DishLict-specific earnlarks or pork projects. 

We hope that t l~cse principles will help guidc ncgotisltions to reauthorize tlus vitally 
important program. We look fo~ward to \vorking with you and our Dcn~ocr.atic colleagues ill t l ~ c  
coming days on bipartisan Icgislatinn that tve all support. 

Sincerely, 

t 






